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MINUTES

MEETING DATE: Thursday, September 11, 2008, Evergreen GC, Elkhorn

PRESIDING OFFICER: Amy Gee
NEXT MEETING

December 11, 2008, 8:30 am – at Evergreen Golf Course, Elkhorn.  DATE CHANGE
Program: Supporting Teachers as They Differentiate  

Lunch is included as we celebrate WTN’s twentieth birthday.  
Members Present: (36), Allyssa Anderson, Toni Behke, Pam Clinkenbeard, Sherry Engstrom, Marilyn Erbentraut, Tiffany Erbentraut, Cheryl Fowler, Sheila Fox, Jessica Fritz, Amy Gee, Ruth Hammiller, Brigid Harmeyer, Susan Henn, Dale Johnson, Theresa Kaukl, Bobbie Kinsinger, Sybil Klug, Joanne Kyle, Marty McGinley, Carol Meland, Jan Nawoj, Lynda Oleinik, Lindsay Passwaters, Jennifer Petruska, Amy Phelps, Sue Rawlins, Ruth Robinson, Eileen Schieble, Shirley Sklavos, Pamela Sorensen, Sue Spence, Julie Supernaw, Marty Swanson, Chelli Taylor, Kathy Tobin, Rebecca Vanesh (WCATY), 
BUSINESS MEETING  

Minutes: The minutes for May 21, 2008 were accepted as printed.  

Treasurer’s report:  The current balance is $7,466.80.  Finance report accepted as printed. 

WCATY:  WCATY representative updated us on current programs and web site updates.  In addition to a wide variety of offerings for students, they offer Moodle training, the ability to register ahead and a list of coop courses for the year.  They are looking at new assessments this year which would include students as well as teachers.  A communication network for children is being developed.  Programs are aligned and evaluated with standards and financial help is available for qualified students.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

MIDDLE SCHOOL LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE:  Cheryl Fowler reporting.  Event is on October 9, 2008, 8:30 am to 2 pm.  Flyers were distributed at the meeting and schools must register with Cheryl in addition to sending in the fees to Shelia Fox, treasurer.  You will not be allowed to participate if you have not registered with Cheryl.  You may e-mail her the information on the distributed registration flyer.  Materials are also on our wiki web site. It will be the same program as it has been in the past as it is very successful.  
In the morning Arden does a great job with kids on leadership.  He gets them to think, and gets them physically involved.  Lunch is on your own – brown bag or fast food a few miles away.  In the afternoon students will assume leadership roles in group work.  .  Cheryl Fowler must receive registration form in order to participate.  The dues form indicates the wrong grade level.  Please send 7 & 8th graders who have not participated in the past.  

ARTS IMMERSION:  Carol Meland reporting.  Date event is April 28, 2009.  Art Immersion is an opportunity for 4 middle school students to spend a day at UW-WW participating in 2 studio classes (taught by professors from the art, music and theatre departments) and attending a theater performance.  The classes will probably be similar this year – drumming, make up, pottery, dance, photography, etc.  This year the performance is, “Macbeth”.  The Talk Back is very successful and will be repeated.  

Registrations will be sent by e-mail to members who have signed up and paid for the event.  There will be a week-long window after registrations are sent out and then class assignments will be made for all received registrations.  Registrants received later will be slotted into the classes that have openings.  Info will go out in late March as long as Carol has the classes from the university by then.  Members may respond electronically as well as by fax or snail mail.  Please only bring 7th & 8th graders.    

PROGRAM – Shirley Sklavos reporting.  After discussion the meeting date change of December 11th was accepted.  The December meeting program topic will be on how to support teachers as they differentiate and how to get differentiation information to teachers.  At the March meeting the follow up program will be on how to assess differentiated work.  Shirley Sklavos would like members to give her names of presenters for the following programs.  ssklavos@apexvs.com
It was suggested that we make the Dec 11th meeting a celebration of WTN being 20 years old.  The motion to provide a meal and invite past members, was approved.  Bobbie Kinsinger, Carol Meland and Marty Swanson will form an ad hoc committee to work on the details and invitations.  Members please send Marty or Bobbie the contact information on former long time WTN members who should be invited.  Lunch will be served at 11:30.  Because lunch is being provided, members will need to confirm that they are attending that meeting one week earlier.  Members may attend the program and not the lunch if necessary.  Let Bobbie know.
SOUTHERN LAKES ANTHOLOGY:  Ruth Robinson reporting.

The Southern Lakes Anthology is a writing/drawing program in which participating schools bring a total of 24 entries from their school district for judging.  On our judging day, January 27th, all participating districts will bring a team of three judges who will evaluate students’ work and chose the best ones for publication in our Southern Lakes Anthology.  This project looks for high quality and it is recommend that WTN members hold a local judging in their school to choose the best 24 entries to bring in January.  Remember that each entry must be print ready.  It will be scanned as is.  Members are encouraged to bring more than three judges if they can.  It is important to let the committee know the strength area of each judge.  Librarians, school board members, administrators, and retired teachers are good sources for judges.  Art judges are especially needed.  
The committee met in the afternoon and updated all the SLA materials.  They are posted on the wiki website.  www.whitewatertagnetwork.pbwiki.com  Password is whitewater.  Please down load all the required forms.  Theme is Tomorrow.  The website materials include plagiarism instruction.  .  Be sure to cover this topic since it is often a problem.
Last year we ran out of SLA books for the first time.  We need to make refunds to those who ordered and didn’t get a book.  The committee will develop a plan and costs for this year.  Please check the web site.  

Lesson Plans:  Amy Gee is sharing a Powerpoint for classroom use.  It will be posted on the web site.  
The committee will fill the position chair vacancies during its meeting.  .

SLA originals from last year were available for pick up and now have been discarded.
H.S. LEADERSHIP Conference:  Marty McGinley reporting.  Marty will do programming with one of his teachers and Amy Phelps will do food and facilities.  WTN members bring a team of 10 or more high school students to the UW-WW campus for a day of interactive activities on a topic of leadership.  The event is February 18th at the UW-WW campus, in the University Center.  Members were asked to bring the number of students registered since the planning depends on the registrations.  If you have alternates for last minutes absentees you will be able to bring the registered number of students.  Schools that register teams will be contacted with additional details prior to the event.  Chaperones should be prepared to participate and supervise – not correct papers or whatever.
MATH 24:  Pam Sorensen reporting.  Packets were distributed at the meeting.  Host schools are being worked out.  Go to the Math 24 web site for more info, WWW.math24.com.  A team is 3 students and an adult.  Larger schools can bring additional teams.  If have more than 4 classrooms you can bring two teams.  If more than 6, you can bring 3 teams.  Try not to have kids memorize cards, as this spoils the competition for the others.  The Committee will continue to problem solve this concern and welcomes members ideas.  E-mail Pam at sorensenPA@twc.k12.wi.us.  Refer to handouts for details.  This program is not restricted to g/t students.  It is for 4th – 7th grade.  Trevor will host.  Stone Bank will host.  East Troy will host.  Whitewater will host.  Hosts are needed for Delavan Darien, Waterford/Palymyra, and Burlington areas.  Amy P knows a regional which reorganized teams after each round to pit the best students against the best early.  All hosts and their dates must be set by the December 11th meeting.  Let Pam know now if you will not be participating.  Some areas are moving Regionals to February when there are fewer conflicts.  We could use a few more members on this committee.  

MATH MEET:  Tiffany Erbentraut and Sue Rawlins are chairs.  Teams must have both grades and genders.  Accelerated students compete in the grade they are registered for.  Math Meet involves individual and team problem solving.  With permission a school can bring more than one team.  Regionals are by size of district.  This program is for high g/t math kids.  Practice tests are not available electronically now.  Same practice ones are used from year to year so keep the booklet.  Hosts are rotated from year to year.  The Hosting Guide booklet was to be picked up by host school.  Regional dates will be chosen today.  Mega meets are in May at UW Madison or Edgewood College.  Regionals should be in March or early April.  

STORMS AND FORM:  The TAGPro program for record keeping and program forms gives consistency within districts and around the state and is compliant with state guidelines.  The company will continue to work with updates and owners of this software.  The committee will fold as Jim is no longer in WTN.
TOUCH OF RED:  In this program, high school students exhibit 3D art at the Southern Lakes Anthology Recognition.  Students taking AP Art can use their portfolio project.  The event cost is $5.  Last year’s event was very well received by the younger students as well as the high school artists.  It is good PR for your district.  It was suggested that the committee review traffic patterns and include information about “Touch of Red” on the invitation as well as program.
WEB SITE:  Jennifer Petruska reporting.  jpetruska@riverview.k12.wi.us  Jennifer, who is new to WTN, would appreciate help.  Each committee is to have one person in charge of managing their portion of the site.  Members assigned to this task should update their program section of the web site as soon as possible and remove old files.  The current password is "whitewater".  Click on the tab that says "Files".  http://whitewatertagnetwork.pbwiki.com.  Check it out.  These minutes will be posted by the week of September 22nd.  

COMMUNICATIONS:  

· Welcome to new members:  New members please don’t hesitate to ask any member for help.  Contact information received for new member is below.  WTN members please contact any of these new members who are near you and offer your assistance.
Jessica Fritz – Waterloo, jessica.fritz@waterloo.k12.wi.us
Lynda Oleinik - Beloit, loleinik@sdb.k12.wi.us  608-361-4025

Lindsay Passwaters – Beloit, lpasswater@sdb.k12.wi.us  815-347-4557, 

Jennifer Petruska – Silver Lake/Salem SD, jpetruska@riverview.k12.wi.us 262-889-4384 x 121

Julie Supernaw – Elkhorn, supeju@elkhorn.k12.wi.us 262-723-3160 x 1407 

Chelli Taylor – Palmyra/Eagle, 

Kathy Tobin – Beloit, ktobin@sdb.k12.wi.us
· Contact Bobbie Kinsinger, 262-986-3280 or bnk@execpc.com with questions.

· Send your directory pages to Bobbie as soon as possible.  A word attachment works fine. Since we don’t meet until December, Membership Directories will be distributed by mail in October.  You can hand deliver to Bobbie at WATG conference if you wish.  If Bobbie does not get your page, you will not be mailed a directory.
· WATG conference is October 2nd and 3rd.  New members please don’t miss the conference training.  It is excellent.  Key Note is Jim Delisle.  He is always great.  There will be a session for high school students.  Go to the WATG web site for g/t forums, g/t information, and conference registration, www.watg.org.  
· Bobbie will forward requests for help and information of group interest to the members.  

· IAGC Convention is February 1 – 3, 2009.  Great conference.  

· CESA I has a flyer of upcoming workshops which was available at the meeting.

· Susan Henn of Fort Atkinson invited members to send teachers to her district’s series of workshops on differentiation.  Presenter is Felicia Dickson.  henns@mail.fortschools.org.  
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