WHITEWATER TAG NETWORK




Welcome Back to a new school year!  Once again our active organization is going to have a tremendous year.  We hope to see you at our first meeting on September 14, 2011 at Evergreen Golf Course in Elkhorn.  
The meeting will start at 8:30 a.m. with a continental breakfast and networking.  The program will start at 9 a.m. and be followed by the business meeting and then committee meetings.  

COMMUNICATIONS:  Meeting information is sent to all members of record by e-mail.  This information will also be posted on the WTN web site.  If your address has changed or the person at your district has changed, please contact Bobbie Kinsinger immediately by e-mail or phone to update her list.  (Bobbie’s contact info is on the “Join Our Organization” flyer and the footer of this flyer.).  Please also personally invite any persons you know who are new to their g/t position.
COMMITTEES:  At the September meeting we will finalize the committee participant list that was created last May and included in the May minutes sent to members.  Check the minutes for what you signed up for.  All members are requested to participate in some committee work.  New members can sign up for a committee at the September meeting after learning more about the different committees.  At the first meeting committee chairpersons are asked to give a brief description of what their committee does to help new members become more familiar with that program.  
Southern Lakes Anthology:  This is a writing and/or illustration competition for grades 3 – 8.  The theme this year is “Aha”.  SLA materials may be distributed at the September meeting and will be available on our web site.   Student work is produced in the fall and and early winter so that it can be judged in January.  Participating districts bring a team of judges to the judging day on January 24, 2012.  The SLA Recognition event in May allows students to be recognized in front of their family.
           Touch Of Red:  This program, which is part of SLA, seeks talented high school artists to display their art work at the Southern Lakes Anthology Recognition event in May.  Informational flyers will be distributed this fall.

Middle School Leadership:  A leadership workshop for middle school students provides activities to develop leadership talents and strengths.  Registration materials for the 2011 Leadership Conference on October 4, 2011 will be sent out by e-mail.  Contact Eileen Schieble at East Troy if or Judy Shaffer you don’t receive your materials or have questions.  Please bring a different team of four students each year as this outstanding program does not change from year to year.
High School Leadership:  A leadership workshop for high school students to develop leadership talents and strengths.  This workshop successful format does not change so bring a new team of six students.  Register by paying program fee for this event.  
Math 24 Competitions:  Math 24 is a card game that challenges 4th – 7th grade students’ mental math capabilities.  The number of teams you can bring to the Math 24 Challenge depends on the number of classrooms your district has in those grades.  1–3 classrooms bring 1 team; 4–6 bring 1–2 teams; 7–9 bring 1–3 teams; 10–12 bring 1–4 teams; more than 13 classrooms bring 1–5 teams.  Detailed competition information will be handed out at the September meeting and will be on our web site.  

Math Meets:  There are two levels of math meets, one for grades 5 & 6 and another for grades 7 & 8.  At each level, teams of four students from each grade compete in a variety of challenging math problems.  Information will be distributed at the September meeting.  

DOLLARS AND $ENSE:  To make payments easier and simplify things for our treasurer, you are asked to pay membership dues and all program fees at the same time.  If you later decide that you’d like to participate in a program, and if there is room, you can send in the addition fee at that time.  New members might want to wait until after the first meeting to submit their dues and program fees so that they can learn more about the different programs.  Please see the enclosed form.  Send form and check to Sheila Fox, 5722 Ridgeview Drive, Janesville, WI 53545.  No purchase orders.
WTN website:  WTN has a website for members to find the forms associated with the different programs as well as the minutes and other information.  The address is: www.whitewatertagnetwork.org. The site is administered by Jennifer Petruska and each committee chair is responsible for getting updated information to her.  Please check the participating districts page to see if your district is included, and if the link is working.  If you need a change to be made, please email Jennifer at jpetruska@riverview.k12.wi.
Membership Directory:  Bring your copy ready, completed membership directory form to the September meeting or mail it, or e-mail it (address in footer) to Bobbie Kinsinger, W349S4698 Kingdom Drive, Dousman, WI 53118, by October 5, 2011.  

Administrators’ Breakfast:  December 1, 2011.  You will learn more about the details of this event at our September meeting.  We hold this special breakfast event every other year to thank our administrators’ for their support and to provide information about gifted education.  It would be a good idea to get it on your administrators’ calendars as soon as possible.
Mentors For New Members:  At our first meeting we will be linking new members with more experienced members.  We’d like to match people by size of district, geography (rural, urban & where your school district is located), job percentage, grade levels included in your job, or whatever else works.  Please let me know if you would be willing to mentor and provide me with the above information.  

Program Needs And Ideas:  We are looking for future program ideas and needs or wants.  Put on your thinking caps and jot down contact information.  Don’t hesitate to offer yourself.  Our group is full of great talent and expertise.  
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